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DIE TOTE STADT

ERICH WOLFGANG KORNGOLD 1897-1957

Die tote Stadt may be better known for the
lushly orchestrated lyricism of its music, but
the psychological acuity of its exploration of
grief and memory is equally impressive from a
composer who was still 23 when no less than
Otto Klemperer conducted the premiere in
Cologne in 1920. Korngold’s gift for a tune
ensured that his star has hardly waned since
then, though the opera is rarely staged: Kasper
Holten’s insightful and restrained production

is a rare chance to both see and hear an opera
of high emotional charge heightened by the dark
cityscape of its title. A superb cast is led by
Finnish National Opera’s artistic director Mikko
Franck, who is celebrated for his impassioned
interpretations of Romantic opera.

Sung in German with English, French, German,
Japanese and Korean subtitles
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Paul KLAUS FLORIAN VOGT

Marietta / Voice of Marie CAMILLA NYLUND
Frank / Fritz MARKUS EICHE

Brigitta SARI NORDQVIST

Juliette KAISA RANTA

Lucienne MELIS JAATINEN

Victorin PER-HAKAN PRECHT

Count Albert JUHA RIIHIMAKI

Gaston ANTTI NIEMINEN

Marie KIRSTIVALVE

CHORUS, CHILDREN’S CHORUS
AND ORCHESTRA OF THE FINNISH
NATIONAL OPERA

Conductor MIKKO FRANCK

Director KASPER HOLTEN

Set designs ES DEVLIN

Costume design KATRINA LINDSAY

Lighting design WOLFGANG GOEBBEL
Choreography SIGNE FABRICIUS

Directed for the screen by HANNU KAMPPILA
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