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DonaldTovey(1875–1940)haslongbeenknownasoneofthefinestwritersonmusicinEnglish,
buthesawhimselfprimarilyasacomposer.HisCelloConcerto–writtenforhisfriendPabloCasals
in1932–33–maybethelongestinhistory;indeed,asheworkedonthescorehewrotetoafriend
thatthefirstmovementwouldbea‘record-breaker’and‘andmuchthejuiciest’musichehadyet
produced.Theworksitsmid-waybetweenBrahmsandElgar,buthasalyricalanddignifiedvoicethat
isuniquelyTovey’s.Thecontrastingtoneofthedark,heroicElegiacVariationswasinspiredbythe
deathofRobertHausmann,cellistoftheJoachimQuartetandacherishedchamber-musicpartnerof
Tovey’s.AndthecharmingAirforstringsrevealshisdelightinawell-turnedClassicaltheme.
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CelloConcerto,Op.40 54:16

Allegromoderato 25:28

Andantemaestoso 11:57

Intermezzo:Andanteinnocente,
 conmotoquasiallegretto 2:38

Rondo:Allegrogiocoso 14:13

Air(Andantecantabile)forstrings
 (arr.PeterShore)* 2:15

ElegiacVariations,Op.25,
 forcelloandpiano 10:11

TT:67:04
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TOVEYCelloConcerto,Airforstrings,ElegiacVariations

AliceNeary,cello-,
TheUlsterOrchestra-
GeorgeVass,conductor-
GretelDowdeswell
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