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“The Rascal and the Spariow

POULENC MEETS PIAF

EDITH PIAF began her career performing with her father, an acrobat,
on the streets of Paris. A nightclub owner gave her the name Piaf
(Sparrow). Critic Claude Rostand described Francis Poulenc as “A lover
of life, mischievous, ‘bon enfant,” tender and impertinent, melancholy
and serenely mystical, half monk and half rascal.”

They both died 50 years ago. Save for Poulenc’s Homzmage a Edith
Piaf, a solo piano work that could easily be a Piaf song, we know little
about their relationship or if they ever met. Yet, through their equally
astonishing musical talent, they both had the ability of expressing
emotions, and touching lives, through the beauty of popular melodies.
Their songs are artfully arranged for solo piano in this enchanting album

— a tribute to these iconic musical figures of mid-20th century Paris.
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