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While better known as a composer of opera, Gaetano Donizetti also paid considerable
attention to his songs, of which he wrote a very large number. These are settings of a wide
variety of texts, including popular Neapolitan songs, and verses by Metastasio, Schiller,
Victor Hugo and other French writers. In some of the songs there is an overt dramatic
element, as in I/ pescator and La sultana where Donizetti is alive to every nuance of the
texts. Others, such as Ah, rammenta, o bella Irene, are unashamedly operatic.
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Amore e morte 2:28
Ah, rammenta, o bella Irene 4:34
Una lagrima 3:52
La mere et I’enfant 5:14
Amor marinaro 2:03
E morta 5:26
Su ’onda tremola 2:58
L’amor funesto 4:56
Giuro d’amore 2:44
11 sospiro 3:14
La ninna-nanna 7:34
Le crépuscule 2:57
La lontananza 2:00
L’amor mio 2:37
La sultana 5:54
1l pescatore 8:33
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Dennis O’Neill, Tenor ¢ Ingrid Surgenor, Piano

Recorded at St Silas’ Church, St Silas’ Place, London, 24th-26th February 1997
Producer: Adam Gatehouse ¢ Engineer: Campbell Hughes
Previously released on Collins Classics ® Recorded in association with BBC Radio 3
The BBC and Radio 3 wordmarks and logo are trademarks of the British Broadcasting Corporation
and are used under licence. BBC logo ® 1996 Radio 3 logo ® 2001 « Booklet Notes: Julian Budden
Cover Image: Gaetano Donizetti, a reproduction of a portrait by Eichhorn, on a postcard
[Mary Evans Picture Library]
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