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Richard Strauss, German composer and conductor, was born in Munich. He started 
learning piano at the age of 4 and he began to compose at 5. His Wind Serenade was 
composed when he was 10 years old. In 1882, he entered the University of Munich 
to study philosophy. And in 1885, he started his musical career when he became an 
assistant conductor of Hans Von Bülow in Meiningen. Later on, he was conductor in 
Munich, Weimar, Berlin and Vienna. From 1917 to 1920, he was a professor of music 
in Hochschule für Musik Berlin and the director of Vienna State Opera House from 
1919 to 1924. 

Some of Strauss’ s works hold the important status in the world music treasure 
house. He composed 15 operas and more than 200 songs. His art is infl uenced by 
Robert Schumann, Johannes Brahms, Franz Liszt, Wilhelm Richard Wagner and Hugo 
Wolf. His style belongs to later German Romantic and he is good at decorative 
expression with subtleties of orchestration, bright and clear.

Most of his songs are represented in two types of both piano accompaniment and 
orchestra accompaniment. Ten orchestral songs and his famous Four Last songs cycle 
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are performed on this disc. He combines poem with grand orchestra, with diverse 
musical instruments, the expansion of long melody, the appeal of chords, the exquisite 
structure and beautiful music, to achieve a perfect merge of music and orchestra.

The Four Last Songs, composed in 1948, when he was 84, is a great art work, which, 
with its touching and beautiful melody, expresses the composer’s love to the nature, 
his refl ection upon the past and his understanding of poem, and his calm and peace 
when farewell to death. All songs harmoniously merge orchestra, stimulating every 
listener. The Four Last Songs are Spring, September, Going to Sleep and At Sunset. 
Among which, the fi rst three stem from Hermann Hesse’s poem and the last one comes 
from Josepf Von Eichendorff’s poem. Richard Strauss died in 1949 before its premiere 
given in London on 22 may 1950 by Kirsten Flagstad and the Philharmonia Orchestra 
conducted by Wilhelm Fürtwangler. The title of Four Last Songs was provided by his 
good friend, Ernst Roth, who was the chief editor of Boosey & Hawkes.

           Telos Wang, Wind Song Music International Co.Ltd
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Qilian CHEN was born in Dalian, in the North-East of China. Graduated from Shenyang 
Music Conservatory as Bachelor degree,  she was  prize winner in several important national 
singing competition, with highest honours and became a singing teacher in the same 
University afterwards. 

Arriving in Brussels in 1986, Qilian Chen rapidly gained her higher degrees both for Chant-
Opera, and Chant-Concert at the Royal Conservatory of Brussels with Professor Jules Bastin 
and also became his assistant until 1998.
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She won prizes in many major international singing competitions: s’Hertoghenbosch 
(Holland),  Belvedere (Vienna); Pavarotti 's Competition, Philadelphia (USA); Madame 
Butterfl y Competition Barcelona (Spain); Spiga d`oro (Sicily); Queen Elisabeth fi rst Singing 
Competition (Brussels). Everywhere Qilian CHEN quickly became a favourite of audiences with 
her appearance, her radiant personality and of her magnifi cent voice and emotion.

After the Queen Elisabeth Competition, she has been engaged for several roles at La Monnaie 
in Brussels and her fi rst title role were Madame Butterfl y and Turandot. Since then she has 
sung around 200 times in theatres all over Europe and the United States, to the enthusiastic 
acclaim of audiences and press alike. To quote some reviews: the reputedly critical Frankfurter 
Allgemeine called her “an ideal Butterfl y”. Another paper wrote “Did you feel an angel 
wandering through the theatre? This was splendid soprano Qilian Chen, an authentic expert 
of bel canto”.

Qilian CHEN regularly appears at important music festivals, with a repertoire ranging from 
Opera to Oratorio, Lieder and Melodies. Her recordings with Chinese songs and with the great 
Puccini Arias (Pavane ADW 7299 and 7366 respectively),  have received warm  critical acclaim 
from the international music press.

She recently became professor at the  Shanghai Music Conservatory.
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Dirk Brossé, born in Ghent, Belgium, in 
1960, is a multi-faceted composer and a 
respected conductor on the international 
music scene. He is currently Music Director 
of The Chamber Orchestra of Philadelphia, 
Conductor in Residence of the World 
Soundtrack Academy and Music Director 
and principal conductor of the Star Wars in 
Concert World Tour.

He began his music studies at the Music Conservatories of Ghent and Brussels. He 
subsequently specialised in conducting, which he studied in Maastricht, Vienna 
and Cologne. Alongside his many guest professorships, he is currently Professor of 
Composition and Conducting at the Royal Conservatory of Music in Ghent.

Dirk Brossé has conducted all the leading Belgian orchestras, among them, the 
Brussels Philharmonic, the Royal Flemish Philharmonic, the Orchestra of the Flemish 
Opera and the National Orchestra of Belgium. 

Outside his native Belgium, he has conducted the London Symphony Orchestra, the 
London Philharmonic Orchestra, The Royal Philharmonic Orchestra London, l’Orchestre 
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de la Suisse Romande, the Philharmonic Orchestra of Shanghai, the Vancouver Opera, 
the KBS Symphony Orchestra of South Korea, l’ Orchestra de l’Opéra de Lyon, the 
World Symphony Orchestra (Japan), the Philadelphia Chamber Orchestra, the Ulster 
Symphony Orchestra of Northern Ireland, the Camerata St Petersburg, the Hong Kong 
Philharmonic, the Rotterdam Philharmonic Orchestra and the National Orchestras of 
Venezuela, Colombia and Ecuador.

Dirk Brossé is a versatile and prolifi c composer. He has written some 200 works, 
including concerti, oratorios, lieder, chamber music and symphonic works, that have 
been performed all over the world and have been recorded in more than 40 countries. 
His most important works are La Soledad de América Latina, written in collaboration 
with the Nobel Prize winner Gabriel Garcia Marquez, Artesia, a universal symphony for 
orchestra and ethnic instruments, the ethno-classical symphony The Birth of Music, 
the oratorio Juanelo, the lieder cycles Landuyt Cycle and La vida es un Sueño, the War 
Concerto for clarinet and orchestra, and the violin concertos Black, White & Between 
and Sophia. Besides this, Dirk Brossé has composed on numerous occasions for the 
theatre and the cinema. His best-known soundtracks are Koko Flanel, Licht, Stijn 
Coninx’s de Kavijaks and Daens (Academy Award Nominee, 1993), Marian Handwerker’s 
Marie, Martin Koolhoven’s Knetter, and Jaques Feyder’s 1925 silent fi lm Visages 
d’Enfants. He wrote the scores for the musicals Sacco & Vanzetti, The Prince of Africa, 
Tintin – The Temple of the Sun (based on Hergé’s world-famous cartoon character 
Tintin), Rembrandt, the Musical and Musical Daens, each time in close collaboration 
with Frank Van Laecke. In 2007 Dirk Brossé made his debut in the Royal Albert Hall, 
conducting the London Symphony Orchestra in A Night of Music from the Movies, with 
guest appearances by such renowned actors as Emma Thompson and Kenneth Branagh. 



Dirk Brossé has made more than 60 CD recordings and has conducted in numerous 
world-famous concert halls, such as the Concertgebouw in Amsterdam, the Royal 
Festival Hall, the Barbican Centre and the Royal Albert Hall in London, la Monnaie in 
Brussels, the Victoria Hall in Geneva, the Seoul Arts Center, the Tokyo Forum and the 
Concert Hall Shanghai. He has collaborated with world-class artistes such as José Van 
Dam, Philip Webb, Barbara Hendricks, Claron McFadden, Julia Migenes, Qilian Chen, 
Derek Lee Ragin, Sabine Meyer, Julian Lloyd Webber, Daniel Blumenthal, Salvatore 
Accardo and, on a broader musical platform, with John Williams, Toots Thielemans, 
Hans Zimmer, Elmer Bernstein, Emma Thompson, Kenneth Branagh, Randy Crawford, 
Lisa Gerrard, Mel Brooks, Maurane, Sinead O’ Connor, Viktor Lazlo, Maurice Jarre 
and Youssou N’Dour. Dirk Brossé has been awarded the title “Cultural Ambassador of 
Flanders” and the Flemish Government’s ‘Gouden Erepenning’ award for merit. He is 
a member of the executive board of the Belgian authors’, composers’ and publishers’ 
association SABAM, an Advisory Board Member of the independent think tank ‘Itinera 
Institute’.                                                     
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