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CD 1

1 Berceuse in D  major op 57 4:38

2 Étude no 13 in A  major op 25 no 1 ‘Harp Study’ 2:31

3   Polonaise no 8 in D minor op 71 no 1 6:07

4 Nocturne no 8 in D  major op 27 no 2 6:13

 24 Préludes op 28
5 No 1 in C major 0:41
6 No 4 in E minor 2:20
7 No 13 in F sharp major 3:05

8 Polonaise no 15 in A  major 6:01

9 Andante spianato op 22 5:02

10 Mazurka no 49 in F minor op 68 no 4 2:33

11 Nocturne no 10 in A  major op 32 no 2 4:17

 12 Études op 10 
12 No 3 in E major 4:22
13 No

 No
5 in G  major ‘Black Keys’ 1:44

14 11 in E  major 2:41

 Waltzes
15 4:56
16 No 10 in B minor op 69 no 2

No 9 in A flat major op 69 no 1 ‘L’adieu’ (Farewell)
  4:01

 
All tracks performed by Idil Biret 
  Disc 1 playing time 61 minutes
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CD 2

1 Piano Sonata no 3 in B minor op 58 – III Largo 9:09

2 Nocturne no 5 in F sharp major op 15 no 2 3:45

 Waltzes  
3 No 11 in G flat major op 70 no 1     2:37
4 No 12 in F minor op 70 no 2 2:54

5 Nocturne no 17 in B major op 62 no 1 7:48

 24 Préludes op 28
6 No 6 in B minor 2:16
7 No 7 in A major 0:42
8 No 11 in B major 0:40
 
 Waltzes  
9 No 7 in C sharp minor op 64 no 2

No 8 in A flat major op 64 no 3
 3:52

10 2:57

11 Mazurka no 29 in A  major op 41 no 4 1:50

 Nocturnes  
12 No 1 in B flat minor op 9 no 1

No 2 in E flat major op 9 no 2
5:32

13 4:28

14 Souvenir de Paganini, Variations in A major 3:51

15 Ballade no 3 in A  major op 47 7:42

All tracks performed by Idil Biret
   
  Disc 2 playing time 60 minutes
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8.554529 CHOPIN: Mazurkas, Vol. 1 
8.554530 CHOPIN: Mazurkas, Vol. 2 
8.554531 CHOPIN: Nocturnes, Vol. 1 
8.554532 CHOPIN: Nocturnes, Vol. 2 
8.554045 CHOPIN: Nocturnes (Selection)
8.572335 CHOPIN: Piano Concerto No. 1 (Nebolsin, Warsaw PO, Wit)
8.550368 CHOPIN: Piano Concerto No. 1 / Fantasia on Polish Airs / Andante Spianato  
  (Biret, Slovak State PO, Stankovsky)
8.572336 CHOPIN: Piano Concerto No. 2 (Nebolsin, Warsaw PO, Wit)
8.550369 CHOPIN: Piano Concerto No. 2 / Krakowiak 
8.554540 CHOPIN: Piano Concertos Nos. 1 and 2 
8.554046 CHOPIN: Piano Favourites 
8.553170 CHOPIN: Piano Favourites, Vol. 1 
8.555799 CHOPIN: Piano Favourites, Vol. 2 
8.554533 CHOPIN: Piano Sonatas Nos. 1-3 
8.554534 CHOPIN: Polonaises, Vol. 1 
8.554535 CHOPIN: Polonaises, Vol. 2 
8.570079 CHOPIN: Romantic Chopin (The)
8.554536 CHOPIN: Préludes / Barcarolle, Op. 60 / Bolero, Op. 19
8.554537 CHOPIN: Rondos and Variations 
8.554538 CHOPIN: Scherzi / Impromptus / Allegro de concert 
8.554539 CHOPIN: Waltzes, Nos. 1-19 / Ecossaises, Op. 72 / Tarantelle, Op. 43



4 9

CD 3

 3 Nouvelles Études op posth
1 No 1 in F minor 2:01
2 No 2 in A  major 2:30
3 No 3 in D  major 1:59

4 Cantabile in B  major 1:10

5 Nocturne no 20 in C sharp minor op posth  3:59

6 Prélude no 15 in D  major op 28 ‘Raindrop’ 5:47

7 Mazurka no 11 in E minor op 17 no 2 2:29

 12 Études op 25
8 No 5 in E minor 3:43
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10 Piano Sonata no 1 in C minor op 4 – III Larghetto 4:17

11 Waltz no 13 in D  major op 70 no 3 2:53

12 Waltz no 19 in A minor op posth 1:46
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17 Prélude no 25 in C sharp minor op 45 5:20

EASY-LISTENING PIANO CLASSICS – MENDELSSOHN & FIELD [2 CDs]
Mendelssohn: Songs without Words (excerpts) • Piano Sonata No. 1 – Allegretto con 
espressione • Fantasy/Caprice Op. 16 No. 3 • Piano Piece WoO. 19 No. 1 • Preludes Op. 35 
Nos. 2 & 4 • Christmas Pieces Nos. 1-4 • Barcarolle in A major • Field: Nocturnes Nos. 1, 3-6, 
8, 9, 11, 12 & 18 “Midi”

Benjamin Frith, Péter Nagy, piano

EASY-LISTENING PIANO CLASSICS – SCHUBERT [3 CDs]
Marches Militaires Nos. 1 & 2 • Selected Impromptus • Polonaises Nos. 2-4 • Selected Lieder 
(arr. for piano) • German Dance with Two Trios and Two Ländler D618 • Moments musicaux 
Nos. 1-4 & 6 • Marche Heroique No. 3 • Selected Ländler • Excerpts from Piano Sonatas Nos. 
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Marches Militaires Nos. 1 & 2 • Selected Impromptus • Polonaises Nos. 2-4 • Selected 
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& 2, Davidsbündlertänze, Symphonic Etudes, Bunte Blätter • Arabeske in C major Op. 18 •
Fantasiestücke Op. 12 (excerpts) • Romanze Op. 28 No. 2 • Fantasie Op. 17 – Langsam
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EASY-LISTENING PIANO CLASSICS – MOZART [3 CDs]
Excerpts from the Piano Sonatas, London Sketchbook • Variations on a Minuet by Jean Pierre 
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Jenő Jandó, Zsuzsa Kollár, Hans-Udo Kreuels, piano

EASY-LISTENING PIANO CLASSICS – ROMANTIC EXPRESSIONS [2 CDs]
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contemplazione” • Rachmaninov: Vocalise • Rubinstein: Nocturne Op. 109 No. 3 • 
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18 Waltz no 18 in E  major op posth  ‘Sostenuto’  2:05

19 Contredanse in G  major 1:59

20 Barcarolle op 60 8:42
 
All tracks performed by Idil Biret
  Disc 3 playing time 60 minutes
  Total playing time 3 hours and 1 minute
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Naxos’	Easy-Listening	Piano	Classics	presents	a	delightful	range	of	music	from	Baroque	
masterpieces	to	beautiful	works	of	the	Classic	and	Romantic	eras,	specially	selected	for	
discerning	listeners	to	enjoy	at	home	or	work,	while	relaxing,	entertaining	or	travelling.	

CHOPIN

Fryderyk	Chopin	(1810-1849)	was	born	in	the	village	of	Zelazowa	Wola	in	Mazovia,	
the	son	of	a	French	father	and	a	Polish	mother.	This	mixed	heritage	would	weave	like	
a	double	helix	through	Chopin’s	career	as	a	composer-pianist.	Following	studies	at	
Warsaw	Conservatory	(1826-29)	and	concerts	given	in	Warsaw	and	Vienna	(1829-
30),	Chopin	settled	in	Paris	in	1831.	His	most	famous	romantic	liaison	was	with	Aurore	
Dudevant	(a.k.a.	novelist	George	Sand),	the	years	1838-1847	coinciding	with	his	most	
productive	period.	Shortly	after	their	relationship	ended,	Chopin	visited	Britain	in	1848,	
where	his	already	precarious	health	deteriorated.	Almost	3,000	people	attended	his	
funeral	the	following	year	at	the	Madelaine	in	Paris—though	he	remained	a	Polish	patriot	
throughout	his	short	life,	he	became	a	French	citizen.	

Although	educated	in	the	tradition	of	Beethoven,	Haydn,	Mozart	and	Clementi,	and	a	
great	admirer	of	JS	Bach,	his	music	includes	works	based	on	both	French	and	Polish	
models,	as	well	as	some	innovations.	Among	the	former	may	be	counted	his	piano	
sonatas;	Bach’s	counterpoint	found	its	way	(albeit	metamorphosed)	into	his	own	multi-
layered	music;	his	many	Waltzes	are	more	Parisian	than	Viennese;	his	Polonaises	
and	Mazurkas	raised	these	Polish	dance	forms	to	unprecedented	heights	of	artistic	
achievement.	Similarly,	he	transformed	the	Nocturne,	initially	popularised	by	the	Irish-
born	Russian-based	John	Field,	into	a	form	much	more	closely	associated	with	himself.	
His	Ballades,	Études	and	Préludes	were	path-breaking	and	immensely	influential. Two	
piano	concertos,	some	songs	and	chamber	works	aside,	he	composed	exclusively	for	
the	solo	piano	and	preferred	to	perform	privately	at salons	rather	than	in	public	concerts.

One	of	his	piano	students,	Friederike	Müller,	wrote:	‘His	playing	was	always	noble	and	
beautiful;	his	tones	sang,	whether	in	full	forte	or	softest	piano.	He	took	infinite	pains	to	
teach	his	pupils	this	legato,	cantabile	style	of	playing.	His	most	severe	criticism	was	
“He—or	she—does	not	know	how	to	join	two	notes	together.”	He	also	demanded	the	
strictest	adherence	to	rhythm.	He	hated	all	lingering	and	dragging,	misplaced	rubatos,	
as	well	as	exaggerated	ritardandos…and	it	is	precisely	in	this	respect	that	people	make	

such	terrible	errors	in	playing	his	works.’

It	would	be	impossible	to	do	even	scant	justice	to	the	subtlety	and	sophistication	of	
Chopin’s	music,	let	alone	his	complex	personality,	in	a	short	note	such	as	this.	Indeed,	
while	the	technicalities	are	certainly	fascinating	(as	Charles	Rosen	shows	in	his	learned	
and	highly	readable	book	The Romantic Generation),	Chopin’s	music	is	probably	its	own	
best	advocate.	Who	else	could	write	so	many	melodies	that	give	the	lie	to	Keats’	famous	
lines	from Ode on a Grecian Urn	that	‘Heard	melodies	are	sweet,	but	those	unheard	are	
sweeter’?	Who	else	could	inflect	harmony	with	such	haunting	subtlety—Bach?	Mozart?	
Schumann?	Rachmaninov?	Who	else	could	make	such	virtuosic	demands	without	
sacrificing	emotional	depth—Alkan?	Bellini?	Liszt?	Paganini?	Who	else	so	completely	
fulfilled	Robert	Schumann’s	immortal	salutation	of	1831,	‘Hats	off,	gentlemen,	a	genius!’?	

While	Chopin’s	tragically	early	death—from	chronic	pulmonary	tuberculosis	or,	as	has	
recently	been	suggested,	from	cystic	fibrosis?—raises	the	unanswerable	question	of	
what	‘late’	Chopin	might	have	sounded	like	had	he	lived	as	long	as	Brahms,	we	have	no	
cause	for	complaint	regarding	his	musical	legacy.	As	pianist	Artur	Rubinstein	remarked:	
‘Chopin	endures.	His	music	is	the	universal	language	of	human	communication.	When	I	
play	Chopin	I	know	I	speak	directly	to	the	hearts	of	people!’

If you’ve enjoyed this album, why not try these titles as well?

8.550358  CHOPIN: Mazurkas, Vol. 1
8.550359  CHOPIN: Mazurkas, Vol. 2
8.550361  CHOPIN: Polonaises, Vol. 2
8.550364  CHOPIN: Etudes, Op. 10 and 25
8.550365  CHOPIN: Waltzes (Complete)
8.550508  CHOPIN: Ballades / Berceuse Op. 57 / Fantasie Op. 49
8.554531  CHOPIN: Nocturnes, Vol. 1
8.554532  CHOPIN: Nocturnes, Vol. 2
8.554533  CHOPIN: Piano Sonatas Nos. 1-3
8.554536  CHOPIN: Préludes / Barcarolle, Op. 60 / Bolero, Op. 19
8.554537  CHOPIN: Rondos and Variations
8.552107-08  The Very Best of Chopin
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Joseph Banowetz, Alton Chung Ming Chan, Ilona Prunyi, Konstantin Scherbakov, piano
8.578093-95

EASY-LISTENING PIANO CLASSICS – BEETHOVEN [2 CDs]
Excerpts from “Moonlight”, “Pastoral”, “Pathetique”, “Tempest” & other Piano Sonatas • 
Minuet in C major • Für Elise & other Bagatelles • 6 Variations on Nel cor più non mi sento 
WoO. 70 and other short pieces

Jenő Jandó, Balázs Szokolay, piano

8.578073-74
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CD 3

 3 Nouvelles Études op posth
1 No 1 in F minor 2:01
2 No 2 in A  major 2:30
3 No 3 in D  major 1:59

4 Cantabile in B  major 1:10

5 Nocturne no 20 in C sharp minor op posth  3:59

6 Prélude no 15 in D  major op 28 ‘Raindrop’ 5:47

7 Mazurka no 11 in E minor op 17 no 2 2:29

 12 Études op 25
8 No 5 in E minor 3:43
9 No 9 in G  major  Wings’ 1:06

10 Piano Sonata no 1 in C minor op 4 – III Larghetto 4:17

11 Waltz no 13 in D  major op 70 no 3 2:53

12 Waltz no 19 in A minor op posth 1:46

13 Mazurka no 41 in C sharp minor op 63 no 3 2:24

14 Andantino in G minor (arr. of Wiosna op 74 no 2) 0:59

15 Moderato in E major ‘Feuille d’Album’ (Album Leaf) 1:40

16 Mazurka no 47 in A minor op 68 no 2 3:03

17 Prélude no 25 in C sharp minor op 45 5:20

EASY-LISTENING PIANO CLASSICS – MENDELSSOHN & FIELD [2 CDs]
Mendelssohn: Songs without Words (excerpts) • Piano Sonata No. 1 – Allegretto con 
espressione • Fantasy/Caprice Op. 16 No. 3 • Piano Piece WoO. 19 No. 1 • Preludes Op. 35 
Nos. 2 & 4 • Christmas Pieces Nos. 1-4 • Barcarolle in A major • Field: Nocturnes Nos. 1, 3-6, 
8, 9, 11, 12 & 18 “Midi”

Benjamin Frith, Péter Nagy, piano

EASY-LISTENING PIANO CLASSICS – SCHUBERT [3 CDs]
Marches Militaires Nos. 1 & 2 • Selected Impromptus • Polonaises Nos. 2-4 • Selected Lieder 
(arr. for piano) • German Dance with Two Trios and Two Ländler D618 • Moments musicaux 
Nos. 1-4 & 6 • Marche Heroique No. 3 • Selected Ländler • Excerpts from Piano Sonatas Nos. 
5, 11 & 13 • Duo for piano 4 Hands D947 “Lebensstürme”

Sequeira Costa, Rico Gulda, Christopher Hinterhuber, Jenő Jandó, Christian Köhn, 
Zsuzsa Kollár, Silke-Thora Matthies, Antti Siirala, Valerie Tryon, Gottlieb Wallisch, 
Oxana Yablonskaya, piano

EASY-LISTENING PIANO CLASSICS – SCHUMANN [2 CDs] 
Marches Militaires Nos. 1 & 2 • Selected Impromptus • Polonaises Nos. 2-4 • Selected 
Excerpts from Album für die Jugend, Waldszenen, Kinderszenen, Piano Sonatas Nos. 1  
& 2, Davidsbündlertänze, Symphonic Etudes, Bunte Blätter • Arabeske in C major Op. 18 •
Fantasiestücke Op. 12 (excerpts) • Romanze Op. 28 No. 2 • Fantasie Op. 17 – Langsam
getragen • Abegg Variations Op. 1

Benjamin Frith, Kotaro Fukuma, Bernd Glemser, Paul Gulda, Rico Gulda, Jenő Jandó, 
Balázs Szokolay, Dénes Várjon, piano

EASY-LISTENING PIANO CLASSICS – MOZART [3 CDs]
Excerpts from the Piano Sonatas, London Sketchbook • Variations on a Minuet by Jean Pierre 
Duport, K573 • Andante and Variations for Piano Four Hands K501 • Variations on ‘Ah, vous 
dirai-je, maman’ K265 

Jenő Jandó, Zsuzsa Kollár, Hans-Udo Kreuels, piano

EASY-LISTENING PIANO CLASSICS – ROMANTIC EXPRESSIONS [2 CDs]
Cui: Preludes Nos. 16 & 17 • Elgar: Sonatina • Enfants d’un Rêve • Douce pensée 
“Rosemary” • Granados: Valses sentimentales (excerpts) • Estudio expresivo “Pastoral” • 
“El hada y el niño” • Exquise...! “Vals tzigane” • Poetic Waltzes (excerpts) • Hummel: “La 
contemplazione” • Rachmaninov: Vocalise • Rubinstein: Nocturne Op. 109 No. 3 • 
Sibelius: 13 Pieces Op. 76 • “Flowers” • Characteristic Impression No. 3 • Bagatelles Op. 34 
(excerpts) and other short pieces

Joseph Banowetz, Jeffrey Biegel, Håvard Gimse, Madoka Inui, Risto Lauriala, Péter Nagy, 
Douglas Riva, Ashley Wass, piano

8.578079-80

8.578099-101

8.578083-84

8.578096-98

8.578081-82
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CD 2

1 Piano Sonata no 3 in B minor op 58 – III Largo 9:09

2 Nocturne no 5 in F sharp major op 15 no 2 3:45

 Waltzes  
3 No 11 in G flat major op 70 no 1     2:37
4 No 12 in F minor op 70 no 2 2:54

5 Nocturne no 17 in B major op 62 no 1 7:48

 24 Préludes op 28
6 No 6 in B minor 2:16
7 No 7 in A major 0:42
8 No 11 in B major 0:40
 
 Waltzes  
9 No 7 in C sharp minor op 64 no 2

No 8 in A flat major op 64 no 3
 3:52

10 2:57

11 Mazurka no 29 in A  major op 41 no 4 1:50

 Nocturnes  
12 No 1 in B flat minor op 9 no 1

No 2 in E flat major op 9 no 2
5:32

13 4:28

14 Souvenir de Paganini, Variations in A major 3:51

15 Ballade no 3 in A  major op 47 7:42

All tracks performed by Idil Biret
   
  Disc 2 playing time 60 minutes

Great Naxos Chopin Albums

8.554527 CHOPIN: Ballades / Fantaisie in F Minor / Galop Marquis 
8.554528 CHOPIN: Études, Opp. 10 and 25 
8.554541 CHOPIN: Fantasia on Polish Airs / Andante spianato / Krakowiak 
8.554529 CHOPIN: Mazurkas, Vol. 1 
8.554530 CHOPIN: Mazurkas, Vol. 2 
8.554531 CHOPIN: Nocturnes, Vol. 1 
8.554532 CHOPIN: Nocturnes, Vol. 2 
8.554045 CHOPIN: Nocturnes (Selection)
8.572335 CHOPIN: Piano Concerto No. 1 (Nebolsin, Warsaw PO, Wit)
8.550368 CHOPIN: Piano Concerto No. 1 / Fantasia on Polish Airs / Andante Spianato  
  (Biret, Slovak State PO, Stankovsky)
8.572336 CHOPIN: Piano Concerto No. 2 (Nebolsin, Warsaw PO, Wit)
8.550369 CHOPIN: Piano Concerto No. 2 / Krakowiak 
8.554540 CHOPIN: Piano Concertos Nos. 1 and 2 
8.554046 CHOPIN: Piano Favourites 
8.553170 CHOPIN: Piano Favourites, Vol. 1 
8.555799 CHOPIN: Piano Favourites, Vol. 2 
8.554533 CHOPIN: Piano Sonatas Nos. 1-3 
8.554534 CHOPIN: Polonaises, Vol. 1 
8.554535 CHOPIN: Polonaises, Vol. 2 
8.570079 CHOPIN: Romantic Chopin (The)
8.554536 CHOPIN: Préludes / Barcarolle, Op. 60 / Bolero, Op. 19
8.554537 CHOPIN: Rondos and Variations 
8.554538 CHOPIN: Scherzi / Impromptus / Allegro de concert 
8.554539 CHOPIN: Waltzes, Nos. 1-19 / Ecossaises, Op. 72 / Tarantelle, Op. 43
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CD 1

1 Berceuse in D  major op 57 4:38

2 Étude no 13 in A  major op 25 no 1 ‘Harp Study’ 2:31

3   Polonaise no 8 in D minor op 71 no 1 6:07

4 Nocturne no 8 in D  major op 27 no 2 6:13

 24 Préludes op 28
5 No 1 in C major 0:41
6 No 4 in E minor 2:20
7 No 13 in F sharp major 3:05

8 Polonaise no 15 in A  major 6:01

9 Andante spianato op 22 5:02

10 Mazurka no 49 in F minor op 68 no 4 2:33

11 Nocturne no 10 in A  major op 32 no 2 4:17

 12 Études op 10 
12 No 3 in E major 4:22
13 No

 No
5 in G  major ‘Black Keys’ 1:44

14 11 in E  major 2:41

 Waltzes
15 4:56
16 No 10 in B minor op 69 no 2

No 9 in A flat major op 69 no 1 ‘L’adieu’ (Farewell)
  4:01

 
All tracks performed by Idil Biret 
  Disc 1 playing time 61 minutes
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Total playing time 3 hours and 1 minute
All tracks performed by Idil Biret

CD 1
1 Berceuse op 57 4:38
2 Étude op 25 no 1 2:31
3 Polonaise no 8 6:07
4 Nocturne no 8 6:13
5-7 Préludes op 28 
 nos 1, 4 & 13 6:06
8 Polonaise no 15 6:01
9 Andante spianato op 22 5:02
10 Mazurka no 49 2:33
11 Nocturne no 10 4:17
12-14 Études op 10 
 nos 3, 5 & 11 8:47
15-16 Waltzes nos 9 & 10  8:57

 Disc 1 playing time 61 minutes

CD 2
1 Piano Sonata no 3 
 – III Largo 9:09
2 Nocturne no 5  3:45
3-4 Waltzes nos 11 & 12  5:31
5 Nocturne no 17 7:48
6-8 Préludes op 28 
 nos 6, 7 & 11 3:38
9-10 Waltzes nos 7 & 8  6:49
11 Mazurka no 29 1:50
12-13 Nocturnes nos 1 & 2 10:00
14 Souvenir de Paganini 3:51
15 Ballade no 3 7:42
 

 Disc 2 playing time 60 minutes

CD 3
1-3 Nouvelles Études op posth 6:30
4 Cantabile in B fl at major 1:10
5 Nocturne no 20 op posth 3:59
6 Prélude no 15 ‘Raindrop’ 5:47
7 Mazurka no 11 2:29
8-9 Études op 25 nos 5 & 9 4:49
10 Piano Sonata no 1 
 – III Larghetto  4:17
11 Waltz no 13 2:53
12 Waltz no 19 1:46
13 Mazurka no 41 2:24
14         Andantino in G minor 0:59
15 Feuille d’Album
 (Album Leaf) 1:40
16 Mazurka no 47 3:03
17 Prélude no 25 op 45 5:20
18 Waltz no 18 ‘Sostenuto’ 2:05
19 Contredanse in 
 G fl at major 1:59
20 Barcarolle op 60 8:42

 Disc 3 playing time 60 minutes
         




