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MUSIC OF PABLO DE SARASATE 

Pablo de Sarasate, the self-pro- 
claimed 'violinist to the world" was born in 
Pampiona. Spain on 10 March 1844. His 
father Miguei was musical director of the 
regimental band stationed in that provin- 
cial capital. By his tenth year, Pablo was 
the darling of Queen isabeila II, who paid 
for his education at the Paris Conservatory 
in the violin class of Alard and arranged for ' 

him to live at the home of its director. 
Theodore Lassabathies. 

By the 1870s his career was of ~nterna- 
tional stature. His large repertoire included 
concertosof Beethoven, Mendelssohn and 
Mozart, sonatas by Bach, Beethoven, 
Mozart and Schubert, and an extraordi- 
nary number of works written for him-These 
included Bruch's 3 concertos and the Scot- 
tish Fantasy, Laio's Symphonie Espagnole 
and Concerto #I .  Saint-Saens' Concertos 
#1&3,Sonata,and Introduction and Rondo 
Capriccioso, Wieniawskl's 2nd Concerto. 
and shorter works by Dvorak and Joachim. 
His final act before his death in 1908 at his 
Villa Navarra in Biarritz was to play Mozart's 
16th Sonata on his 1724 Stradivarius with his 
fr~end Berthe Marx. 

The eminent violinist Albert Spalding 
remarked upon a Sarasate concert: 

"Sarasate was a bewitching violinist. 
His prodigious facility was coupled with an 
elegance of style impossible to describe. 
His tone had a silvery sheen and a piercing 
sweetness. Theremust, however,have been 
a curious quirk in his musical approach, for 
here you had the paradox of apiayer who 
made trivial music sound important, and 
deep music sound trivial. He played 
Beethoven with the perfumed polish of a 
courtier who doesn't quite believe whathe 
is saying to majesty. But when he reached 
a piece iike Raff's La Fee d'Amour or his 
own Spanish Dances he was completely in 
his element. The violin sang iike a thrush, 
and his incomparable ease tossed aside 
difficulties with a grace and insouciance 
that affected even his gestures. i don't 
think i ever heard a forte passage from his 
bow; his palette held pastel shades only. " 

His compositions. predominantly in 
shortforms,include brilliant fantasies (those 
upon the operas 'Carmen" and "Faust" 
and 'Gypsy Airs" are included in this disc), 
simplesongs iike 'Les Adieux". and an end- 
less assortment of nationalistic Spanish 
Dances. The appeal of these dances can 
never fade, for they speak to a universal 
fascination with striking rhythms, dazzling 
ease, and beauty of sound. The listener 
need only sit back and enjoy these lilting 
and sonorous musical cameos. 
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