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With his ‘Five Piano Pieces' (1890), the young Carl Nielsen makes a beautiful
contribution to one of the most popular genres of romantic music.

The six Humoresque-Bagatelles' were composed in the years 1894-97, “for
the entertainment of Carl Nielsen's own children, whose playing is represented
on the cover of the first edition.”

With the ‘Symphonic Suite' it is the first time that Carl Nielsen tries his hand
at the monumental piano style. The influence from Brahms is evident, but the
musical idiom is unmistakeably Carl Nielsen's own. Unfortunately, Brahms seems
not to have responded to the gift of the manuscript, which Carl Nielsen left
with him in Vienna in 1894,

With the proud 'Festival Prelude’ in the bright E major key, Carl Nielsen puts
a final stop to his first piano period, at he same time welcoming in the new
age: the piece was printed on the first page of the newspaper Politiken on
January 1st, 1901, as "A Prelude to the New Century”.

After finishing his significant Fourth Symphony, “The Inextinguishable”, in 1926,
Carl Nielsen returned to the piano, creating during a one-year span two
significant works: ‘Chaconne’ (composed December 1916 - January 1917)
and ‘Theme and Variations' (1917).



With these two great piano works Carl Nielsen had convincingly adapted his
idiosyncratic, symphonically tinged composition practice to strictly classical
musical forms. Three years later, he returned to the piano, composing his
monumental ‘Suite Op.45".

‘Three Piano Pieces, op.59' were composed in 1928. Nielsen's original
intention seems to have been to name all the pieces Impromptu, but at the
publication in 1937, six years after the composer's death, only the first piece
bore that fitle.

In 'Piano Music for Children and Adults’, the artist Carl Nielsen joins
hands with the teacher of the same name. Musikpaedagogisk Forening (i.e.
The Association for the Promotion of the Teaching of Music) gave him the idea
to write ‘24 Pentatonic Short Pieces in All Keys', and after delivering an
infroductory lecture in December 1929, Nielsen set to work on what was to be
his last piano composition.
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Tre klaverstykker / Three Piano Pieces, op.59
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